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SLAVERY

forem Serrer

THE WOMAN WHO MENTORED THE PHULE

PAMELA SARDAR

Jotirao phule was just an infant,
when his mother chimnabai died.
His grief-stricken father was worried
about the little Joti. He decided to
reman single and take care of the
child but it was beyond him to play

both father and mother to the little
one. In his helplessness, he looked
towards a cousin of his, Sagunabai,
who was a child widow. This
compassionate and intelligent
womancame into Joti’s life like a
godsend and played the part of his
mother and mentor. She spotted the
extraordinary  sensitivity and
brilliance of the young Joti, and
became deeply attached to him. A

special and deep bond developed
between them. A devout and
supremely selfless person, she
somehow knew in her heart of
hearts that this boy was special, not
for the family only but for whole of
society.

She had great expectation from
her Joti. From very early days, she
instilled in him ennobling human
qualities through her words and
deeds, and constantly encouraged
him to read and constantly
encouraged him to read write, and
something worthwhile for society-
very unusal thingh things,
considering the social background
and conservative thinking of his

father Govindrao, who wanted Joti
to carry on the family’s farming
work. It was Sagunabai who
insisted on, and succeeded in,
enrolling Joti to a good school-a
move that was being opposed by
the society at large. And, when
Govindrao thought of marrying his
son, it was she who saw in Savitri
an ideal match for Joti, and
arranged their marriage. Sagunabai
was very fond of Savitri as well,
treating her like a dear daughter.
She not only gave the Young couple
unconditional love and affection, but
also steeled their resolve at crucial
moments in their life in the face of
great adversities. In her uniquely

measured and dignified way, she
mothered and mentored Joti and
savitri for the great revolutionary
work that laid ahead.

In their trun, Joti and Savitri
also bore unbounded love and
gratitude for their Aau-Maa(aunt-
mother), as they lovingly called her.
They knew and appreciated her
worth, and gratefully acknowledge
her as the greatest and most
ennobling influence in their life. Had
there been no Sagunabai in their
life, Perhaps their life would have
been very different perhaps there
would have been no phule
phenomenon, as we know it today.
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