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He lived up to this thinking.

Perhasps as a result of
their childless state, the couple
chowed a Sensitivity that was
totally lacking in the society of
the time, to the way women
and children were treated. In
orphaned children. Savirtribai
looked unflaggingly after the
children in the orphanage, as if
She were their mother . She
had no child of her Own but
with her kind and generous
disposition she tenderly and
lovingly children to dinner
often she was left among
children," notes Dhananjay
Keer in his biography of phule.

Importantly, the phule
couple adopted a child, the
son of a Brahman window in
1874. They had rescued
ayoung Brahman woman who
was going to commit suicide
because she was pregnant.
They took the woman into their
home and promised to adopt
the child when it was born. The
boy Yashwant grew up as their
son, and later became a
doctor.

As A Social revolutionary

Jotiba And Savitri gained
notoriety for their revolutionary
activities among those with
entrenched vested interests,
but the poor and the
oppressed took them to their
hearts.

Their work rattled the
religious and political elites of

day. Keer, documents the
incident of the assassination
attempt made on phule . One
night , two intruders &a mang
(dalit) and akumbar (potter),
carrying swords, crept into the
bedroom of the couple as they
slept . Phule ,a well-bulit and
strong young man, awoke
and got up. Savitribai also
woke up, raised the wick of
the lamp that burnt dimly in
the room for light, and stood
resolutely by his side. Phule
asked them why they were
there. They told him that they
were there to take his life. He
asked, "Why? What have |
done to harm you ?" The men
replied: " For what crime am |
being give this sentence ?" he
asked. "My wife and | have
dedicated our lives for the
betterment of the poor and the
oppressed. If, by my death
you are going to have some
benefit, please do so," "They
Promised to pay us one
thousand rupee is a large sum
and two poor families will
bebefit from my death" By this
time the men realized that
phule was no ordinary
individual. They fell at his feet
and begged his pardon. They
also asked him forgive them
and to join him in his work
which they did, and became
his staunchest supporters. All
through the encounter, Sauvitri
firmly stood by Jotiba's side,

keeping her composure.
The Outstanding role of

Phule in women's
empowerment, especially
widow,s welfare, has rightly
been underscored by many
historians.  Child marriages
were the norm in the society,
and often very young girls
and adolescents became
widows due to the untimely
death of their husband. The
age of the widow was never
taken into account and the
tradition of treating a widow as
a ritually impure, social
outcaste, non-person who
existed on the edge of society;
was rigidly practiced. This
caused her exploitation by the
males of the family and she
was defenceless against her
exploition, but faced further
disgrace if she happened to
brcome pregnant as a result of

cause the phule couple to set
up a home for the welfare of
unwed mothers and their
offspring, in 1853, even as
their educational activitiesd
continued. Characteristically,
phule advertised the service
by putting up pamphlets with
provocatively- worded
announcements right in the
Brahman section of the fear of
the fear of bring exploited.
Savitribai proved to be a
caring mother to the women
who found refuge in the home.

She is also known to have
taken the lead in organizing
the boycott by the barbers
against shaving the heads of
widow in the 1860s.

Phule founded the
Satayashodhak Samaj as a
sociospiritual movement on
September 24,1873. Phule
was convinced that the
existing reform movements
within Hinduism- the Brahmo
Samaj, the Prathana Samaj,
and the Arya samaj-continued
to be the preserve of
Brahmanism and ritualism.
While the focus of the first was
Brahm, the second focus of
the third. In the case of phule,
the focus was Truth-universal
and emancipatory. The
objective of the samaj was "to
redeem shudras and
atishudras from the influence
of the brahmanical scripture,
teach them their human right

and liberate them from mental
and religious slavery." The
samaj declared: "All menare
Children of God. There is no
need for an intermediary or a
priest to worship God. Many
of the Supporters and lost

government jobs, because
Brahmans were their
superiors - the secretary of the
Samaj was given a
punishment  transfer to
Mahabaleshwar!

Savitri headed the
women's unit of
Satayashodak Samaj. The
Samaj took the lead in

breaking the priestly hold over
society by organizing a
marriage without any role for
the priest. On December 25,
1873, they organized a
marriage between a young
widower and the daughter of a
woman who was a close
friend of savitribai. Though
there was some opposition,
the wedding went ahed. A
second wedding was also
arranised an opposition well in
advance, but phule proved to
be more than their equal.
Even though the bridegroom
Sasne, almost backed out,
phule  organized police
protection through a friend
who was a lawyer, and
another prominent person,
and the wedding went ahead
as planned.
Cont. Next Month

the illiegitimate offspring. This
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