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By now, their educational
initiative had won some
support Necessities like
books were supplied through
well wishers; a bigger house,
owned by a Muslim, was
found for a second school
which was started in 1851.
Moro vithal Walvekar and
Deorao thosar assisted the
school. MajorCandy, an
educationist of pune, sent
book. Jotirao worked here
without any salary and later
Savitribai was put in charge.
The School committee to, has
nobly volunteered to devote
herself to the improvement of
female education without
remuneration . We hope that
as Knwledge advances, the
people of this country will be
awakened to the advantages
of female education and will
cordially assist in all such
plans calculated to improve
the conditions of those girls."

On November 16, 1852,
the education department of
the government orgainsed a
public felicitation of the phule
couple, where they were
honoured with shawls. In his
acted in conformity with the
dictates of his conscience
and above all, the will of God.

On February 12, 1853, the
school was publicly examined.
The report of the event states;
"The prejudice against
teaching girl to read and write
began to give way...the good

conduct and honesty of the
peons in conveying the girl to
and from school and parental
treatment and indulgent
attention of the teachers made
the girls love the schools and
literally run to them with with
alacrity and joy."

That savitribai had a
remarkable influence on her
student can be gauged from
the fact that an eleven year
old dalit student of hers,
Mukabai , wrote a remarkable
essay which was published in
the paper Dyanodaya, in the
year 1855. In her essay,
Muktabai Poigantly describes
the wretchedness of the so-
called untouchables and
lambastes the brahmanical
religion and culture for
degrading and dehumanizing
her people.

As a writer and thinker

The vyear 1854 was
important as  Savitribai
publishedher collection f
poems, called kabya phule (
poetry' Blossoms). Her Portry,
the first of its kind,is a
hiatorical document of the
time. She consciously chose
the traditional forms like
abhang, often called a folk
form. Her language in simple
and effective. While some of
her pomes are basically
nature pomeas, In others she
engages with thethems of
education and cates system,
exhorting people to throw

away slavery. No wonder,
She is regarded as the
pioneer of modem Marathi
poetry..

Another Collection of
Savitri's, Bavan Kashi Subodh
Ratnakar (The Ocean Of Pure
Gems) was Publised in in
1891. It is biography, in verse,
of phule had developed a
devastating Critique of the
Brahman interpretation of
Marathi history in the ancient
and medieval periods. He
Portrayed the pessshwa
rulers, later overthrown by the
British, as decadent and
oppressive, and Savitribai
reterates those themes in her
biography.

In addition to these two
books, Savitribai edited for
publication, four of jotiba's
speeches on Indian History. A
few of her own speeches were
published in 1892. Savitribai'S
correspondence is also
remarkable because they
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give us an insight into her life
and into women's experiences
of the time.

Savitribai Said, "Work
Hard, Study well, and do
good. She constantly

underscored the importance
of education and physical
work for knowledge and
properity. She felt that women
must receive an education as
they were in no way inferior to
men; they were not the slaves
of men.

In her essay Karz (Debt),
She Condemned the idea of
celebrating festival by
borrowing money and thus
being burdened by heavy
debts. She realized that the
poor find themselves helpess
and unable to change the
realities of their lives, either
accepted blind faith or got
trapped in different ways. She
also wrote on addiction,
explaining how it ruined the
lives of the addicted and their
familes- themes that are still
relevant in the 21st century.

As wife

Savitribai internalized the
viosion philosophy of Phule,
and was anrdent supporter of
his work. When phule was
publically  humiliated for
participating- because he was
a 'polluting’ Shudra- in the
marriage procession of a
Brahman friend, he rused
home and shared the pain and
shame he felt with his father,

SHIfAE 8 I U gfrerq
A T8 2|
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who however, accepted the
mainstream practice of caste
discrimination and tried to
console him saying it was
ordained in the scriptures. But
Surely Savitri understood his
fight against the social slavery.
She showed by her action and
by the effort she made to
study, work and cooperate
with him in allhis activities,
that she was truly his soul-
mate. They inspired each
other to make things better.
The Phule couple shared a
very close and loving bond.
They had mutual love,
respect, loyalty, and
commitment to their common
life-work. But they had no
child of their own. Phule came
under pressure to marry again
so that he may have offspring,
but his response show the
rare commitment and respect
he bore for his life-partner , as
well as ideal marriage
relationship: "If a Pair has no
child, if would be unkind to
charge awoman with
barrenness. It might be the
husband who was
unproductive. In that case if
the woman went in for a
second husband how would
her husband takeit? Would he
not feel insulted and
humiliated? It is acruel
practice for a man to marry a
second time because he no
issue from his wife." He lived
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