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A FORGOTTEN LIBERATIOR, THE LIFE

AND STRUGGLE OF SAVITRI BAl PHULE

A unique spiritual Vision sustained and animated
Savitribai's life and struggle. A deeply devout and
compassionate person, she drew inspiration and
strength from the benevolence of a higher power.
Her belief in a higher power, however, led her to
wage a war against discriminatory brahmanic gods.
She. Despised caste obsessed brahmanic religion

BY:- BRIJ RANJAN MANI & PAMELA SARDAR

religio-spiritual greats have invoked God and
religion to build an exploitation-fee world. Great
medieval saints and poets such as Kabir, Raidas,
and Tukaram would employ religious idioms to

and its rituals, but she was great
admirer of many moral and
annobling tenets of other
religions, especially Christianity.
At the heart of her religiosity was
compassion and a sacred
morality that bound the individual
with society. Like Jotiba Phule,
She appreciated to power of
culture and religion in the politics
of transformation. Institutionalised
religions, especially the caste-
brahmanic Hinduism, have long
been the target of social
revolutionaries. But the tendency |
among many radical secularists |
to dismiss all religion-spiritual it
experiences as hoax, is
preposterous. Even Marx was not as dismissive of
religion as he is generally made out to be. This
becomes clear when we read him carefully. As he
writes in contribution of real suffering. Religion is the
sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a
heartless world, and the soul of soulless conditions.
It is the opiate of the people." In other words,
religion is not unreal for the people.” In other words,
religion is not unreal for the people." In other words,
religion is not unreal for the people. The important
thing is, the use of abuse of religion. While most
institutionalised religions have tended to align with
the powers that be thus going along the oppressive
status quo, there have been other traditions where

attack the oppressive political and
religiou authority. In their hands,
religion become a weapon of the
oppressed. On the other hand,
Tulsidas, the author of Rama-
Charita-Manas, Did the opposite-
he used religion in a most blatant
manner to bolster caste and
Brahmanism (Mani 2005). There is
a world of difference between a
Kabir and a Tulsidas Unlike many
atheist radicals, Savitribai and
Jotiba Phule were sensitive to the
power and hold of religion on
people's imagination. They saw
real Religion beyong caste and
Brahmanism, and strived to build
an emancipator religion. Phule's
Sarvajanik Satya Dharma The Religion of
(Universal Truth), as the very name suggests, was
an attempt to build such an inclusive and
emancipator religion.

At the centre of Savitribai Phule's struggle was
material and socio-spiritual liberation of the
oppressed. It is a measure of her greatness that she
lives up to this ideal more in her deeds than in her
words. Anyone who is familiar with her life knows
that she cared for other's children like her won, and
she was particularly fond of the weak and the
abandoned. She died while she was nursing a
plague-affected child-she got infected while serving
the affected people. In her life and her death, she

embodied the noble and the sublime. Not
grandiloquent words and grat ideals in abstract, but
her day-to-day public life, her suffering with the
Suffering people makes her majestic.

The revolutionary task that Savitribai Phule took-
and endeavoured to accomplish- Still remains
achallenge for all belivers in social democracy. The
overall atmosphere, the times have changed
dramatically, but a large majority of people in India
Still remain in economic, social, and cultural
subjugation despite the claim of 'deepening
democracy.' Her glorious struggle and public life is
forgotten, let alone taken forword by most
legislators, ministers, chief ministers and even from
those who belong to the dalit-OBC background and
dominate the Indian Parliament and state
legislatures today. Having seen through the game of
upper caste politicians, the toiling castes and
communities are now turning to their own caste
people to lead them. While this is step ahead in the
right direction, their own representatrives are
turning out to exploitative and corrupt forces. Willing
only to cling to their powerful chairs and
shamelessly willing only to cling to their powerful
chairs and shamelessly willing to get co-opted and
corrupted in the brahmanic caste culture, most dalit
obc legislators and ministers are proving to be the
worst enemies of their own caste people. Such
things are taking place because the poor and the
marginalised fail to rally round a united struggle for
an alternative politics and a new society where
everyone gets a measure of education and other
basic minimusms of life for which people like
Savitribai phule struggled for her entire life. It is here
that the legacy of Savitribai Phule shines through,
reminding us of our responsibility, giving us hope for
a socio-cultural turnaround, and renewed efforts to
turn this hope into a reality.
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